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Adam Ghalem (US): 268,000 USD

Marwa Benzouina (US): 120,000 USD

Chadi Anzede (US): 40,000 USD

Aymen Alami (US): 100,000 USD 

Brahim Berrada (US): 65,000 USD

Sidiahmed Lahlou (US): 28,000 USD 

During Fitness Week, AAC was 
honored to welcome one of the 
world's best runners. Mohamed 
Trafeh led the warm up before the 
five-kilometer Fun Run and gave a 
motivation speech to our secondary 
students. Before he retired, the 
Moroccan native was eight-time U.S. 
National Champion in the 
15-kilometer race. 

Trafeh shared his story in the theater. 
He talked about his experience 
emigrating to the United States and 
how he became a competitive 
athlete. "Life is a race, and it is not all 
about winning," he said. "More 
important is to help others to finish."

Trafeh moved from Morocco to the 
United States with his family as a 
teenager. He spoke no English and 
had not been a serious runner. By 
setting goals and working toward 
them, Trafeh was able to rise to the 
top of the athletic world. He now 
splits his time between Morocco and 
the United States, the two countries 
he loves and calls home. 

MR. JEX'S LETTER   COUNSELING

SCHOLARSHIPS 
EARNED BY THE       
CLASS OF 2017 

The college counseling of 
seniors is a year-round 
process that consists of 
three main phases, including 
self- career- and 
college/major exploration. 
The process is not linear. 
Narjiss Bentaleb, our college 
counselor, adopts a holistic 
approach through 
one-on-one coaching 
sessions. She helps our 
seniors find out what they 
truly want and match that 
with who they really are. This 
increases their chances of 
thriving in college, and in life.  
The hard work has paid off. 
The members of the Class of 
2017 have been accepted to 
many universities in the U.S. 
and the UK mainly and have 
earned scholarships 
amounting to a total of USD 
600,000.  

Dear Parents, 

AAC is committed to maintaining, 
celebrating and enhancing our 
identity as a tri-lingual school. Most 
recently we held a series of events 
at school celebrating the French 
language. Our Dean of Languages, 
Mme. Wardeh, and her staff 
designed a series of engaging 
events to emphasize the 
importance of the French language 
and culture at our school. Two 
weeks from now we will have Arabic 
Week. We can expect another 
exciting week of activities that 
underscore the vital role this 
language plays in the lives of our 
students. It is amazing to watch our 
students effortlessly switch from 
one language to another, 
expressing themselves.  At the same 
time, we are exploring ways to 
accelerate and improve our English 
acquisition program so students are 
capable of qualifying for admission 
to top universities in the United 
States. 

A special thanks to all parents who 
attend Parent-Teacher Conferences 
this week. Your support is an 
essential element in helping your 
children reach their potential.  Have 
a safe and enjoyable Spring Break!!! 

Sincerely, 

Dean Jex 

I f not us, who? I f not now, when?
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World Class Runner Mohamed Trafeh 
brings story and motivation to AAC



MS. MARTINEZ SPIRIT WEEK

                            ANNOUNCEMENTS

Arabic Week  - April 24 to 26

Events to celebrate the Arabic Language 
and to explore Morocco: 

Calligraphy workshop; trips to 
Moroccan museums; activities to 
explore Moroccan crafts; a guest 
speaker to explore and understand the  
situation of the Moroccan Sahara; plays, 
games and fun activities.

End of the 3rd quarter 

The 3rd quarter ended on  Wednesday 

29th of March . 

Fun Run Winner 

The best t ime for the 5-kilometer race 

came from fifth grader Sami Laaqira. 

Congratulat ions!

This month, I want to share something 
that I keep thinking about ? it?s the local 
action of a litt le first grade boy named 
Christian who saw a need, took an idea 
and created it for his school.  What he 
didn?t realize at the time was that his 
local action was going to spread to many 
parts of the country and to other 
countries.

I?m sure that Christian wasn?t thinking of 
changing the world. He was just thinking 
of making a difference on the playground 
at his school. Yet his local action of 
children helping children through his 
Buddy Bench Project is having a potential 
global impact in the way children save 
others from feeling lonely on the 
playground.

It is this simple.  First, you look at 
something that matters to you.  Next, 
you look for ideas and information. Then 
you do it. Yes, that?s it: from A to B to C.  
Ah, yes, I forgot to tell you that the routes 
between A to B and B to C are the best 
aspects of the project. This is where your 
creative ways of looking at different 
possible solutions, your critical thinking 
of the information that you gather, your 
ability to communicate and inspire 
others to your vision, and your 
collaboration with different people to get 
things done will render you the best 
reward for your achievement ?  being 
surrounded by a community who now 
can enjoy the contribution that you 
made. And who knows where the ripples 
from your actions might end? So, what?s 
in your PBL mind?

-Patricia Martinez-Orozco, Head of 

Each year, AAC, with the help of its Staff Action Committee, 
organizes a week full of fun when students can show their creativity 
and personality through their clothing. The concept is to make this 
week special, and students can change their routine of uniforms and 
share a good spirit with their teachers and classmates. Spirit Week 
offers a different theme for each day : Formal day, Nerd day and 
many others. This spirit week was successful. Teachers and students 
got  to know each others outside of uniforms in regard to the spirit 
of the week. Seeing the students with that big smile on their face is 
what helps build AAC's community.                                                                                    
By Salma Mabrouk

- Pictures by Sara Cultrera and Zineb Khattat 
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